Going to or will 

When we want to talk about future facts or things we believe to be true about the future, we use 'will'.

· The President will serve for four years.

· The boss won't be very happy.

· I'm sure you'll like her.

· I'm certain he'll do a good job.

If we are not so certain about the future, we use 'will' with expressions such as 'probably', 'possibly', 'I think', 'I hope'.

· I hope you'll visit me in my home one day.

· She'll probably be a great success.

· I'll possibly come but I may not get back in time.

· I think we'll get on well.

If you are making a future prediction based on evidence in the present situation, use 'going to'.

· Not a cloud in the sky. It's going to be another warm day.

· Look at the queue. We're not going to get in for hours.

· The traffic is terrible. We're going to miss our flight.

· Be careful! You're going to spill your coffee.

At the moment of making a decision, use 'will'. Once you have made the decision, talk about it using 'going to'. 

· I'll call Jenny to let her know. Sarah, I need Jenny's number. I'm going to call her about the meeting. 

· I'll come and have a drink with you but I must let Harry know. Harry, I'm going to have a drink with Simon.
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Fill in WILL or BE GOING TO:

1. A: Why do you need so much sugar?

B: I ……………………………………… make a cake.

2. A: Oh no! I’ve left my purse at home and I haven’t got any money on me!

B: Don’y worry. I …………………………………………. lend you some.

3. A: I don’t know how to use this mixer.

B: That’s OK. I ………………………………….. show you.

4. A: Why are all these people gathered here?

B: The Prime Minister ……………………………… open the new hospital ward.

5. A: Did you remember to buy the magazine I asked for?

B: Sorry, I didn’t. I …………………………………. buy it when I go out again.

6. A: What’s that on your curtains?

B: It’s a stain. I ………………………………….. take them to the dry cleaner’s tomorrow.

7. A: These bags are very heavy. I can’t lift them.

B: I ………………………………… carry them for you.

8. A: I hear you’re going to Leeds University in September.

B: Yes, I ……………………………………. study French and German.

9. A: Why don’t you tidy your room?

B: I …………………………………….. play football in ten minutes, so I haven’t got time.

10. A: How can we get all this home?

B: I ………………………………………. ask James to come and help.

11. She has bought some wool. She ……………………………. knit a sweater.

12. A: This problem is very difficult.

B: I ………………………. help you to solve it.

13. A: Why are you taking down all the pictures?

B: I ……………………………….. paint the room.

14. I ………………………… climb that mountain one day.

15. Look at that young man. He looks very pale. He …………………………….  faint.

16. A: Why are buying that spade?

B: I ……………………………… plant some trees in my garden at the back of the house.

17. She …………………………….. get better. There are positive signs.

18. I’m hungry. I ………………………………. have something to eat.

19. I ………………………………… be 38 years old next week.

E) Put the verb in to the correct from using WILL or GOING TO:

1. A: Why are you turning on the television?

B: I …………………………………………… (watch) the news.

2. A: Oh, I’ve just realized. I haven’t got any money.

B: Don’t worry. That’s no problem. I ………………………………. (lend) you some.

3. Those clouds are very black, aren’t they? I think it ……………………………… (rain).

4. A: I’ve got a terrible headache.

B: Have you? Wait here and I ……………………………. (get) an aspirin for you.

5. A: Why are you filling that bucket with water?

B: I …………………………………… (wash) the car.

6. A: I’ve decided to re-paint this room.

B: Oh, have you? What colour …………………………………………. (you / paint) it?

7. A: Look! There’s smoke coming out of that house. It’s on fire!

B: Good heavens! I ………………………… call the fire-brigade immediately.

8. A: The ceiling in this room doesn’t look very safe, does it?

B: No, it looks as if it ………………………………….. (fall) down.

9. A: Where are you going? Are you going shopping?

B: Yes, I …………………………………….. (buy) something for dinner.

10. A: I can’t work out how to use this camera.

B: It’s quite easy. I ………………………………. (show) you.

     11.A: What would you like to drink – tea or coffee?

          B: I ……………………………. (have) tea, please.

     12.A: Has George decided on what to do when he leaves school? 

          B: Oh yes. Everything is planned. He …………………………………… (have) a holiday 

              for a few weeks and then he ……………………………………….. (start) a computer

              programming course.
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