Armageddon larder
Biscuits thought to date from the Second World War and sweets from the 1960s have been discovered by Yorkshire children in a secret government store, stock piled in case of a nuclear holocaust. This key element of British emergency planning came to light after pupils at Adwick comprehensive school, Doncaste, started complaining of stomach pains. The children admitted eating the sweets after some of them broke into the Second World War depot at Planet Road in Adwick Village. Biscuits, said to date from 1943, were also discovered. The chairman of South York shire emergency planning committee, Roger Barton, said he could only presume that the 20-year-old sweets and 40-year-old biscuits were part of the region's wartime food stocks, held in the secret depot. 'You would have thought kids would have enough problems in World War Three without being made ill by ancient sweets as their post-holocaust treat,' he said.
A spokeswoman for the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, confirmed that the depot was still used to hold emergency food stocks. She denied reports that the biscuits had been attacked by vermin, but said it was possible they dated from the Second World War. The food was non-perishable and was regularly monitored by scientists, she said. The depot was one of many around the country, but their locations were classified. However, she said, the depot was being closed down. This had nothing to do with the break-in. after police identified the cause of the stomach-ache, workmen immediately removed hundreds of boxes of biscuits and sweets. This too had nothing, absolutely nothing, to do with the break-in.
As the people of South York shire were digesting the revelation that London intends them to survive a nuclear strike on nothing more substantial than ancient barley sugar, a second horrible thought struck home. What would happen after the store closed? Perhaps the only alternative to barley sugar was … no barley sugar? No, no said the Ministry. The Planet Road depot was being closed as part of a nationwide reorganization of emergency food storage, and the area would be covered by another secret depot. 'We haven't got anything against South York shire,' she added, somewhat unconvincingly.
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