Pop Art absurdists
On Tuesday, a large painting by Jasper Johns, 57-year-old Pop Art absurdist, sold at Christie's, New York, for £2.2 million. This was an auction record for the work of a living artist, according to my friend Geraldine Norman.
I suppose it is the pressure of the great American foundations which keeps this particular pantomime on the road. They have spent so much money on the same sort of rubbish already that they have to go on buying it or their previous investment in 'modern art' will be seen to be worthless.

But then I read of an enterprising Austrian who has offered Mick Jagger a vast sum of money for his ashes, hoping to sell them eventually in hour-glasses for many hundreds of thousands of pounds each. A spokesman for Jagger was quoted as saying 'It's going to be a heavy thing for Mick to figure out and give an answer.' Even if it is in death, what's he going to value more – his body or his money?

Few of us, I imagine, would be prepared to pay 50p for the whole collection of Rolling Bones. But the fact that money is available for this sort of nonsense might make us revise Marx's theory of Surplus Value. Technological capitalism produces so much more wealth than there are useful things to spend it on that we have to spend it on rubbish.
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